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Once 7-Eleven was successfully removed from the case, Mr. Wakefield and
Ms. Burr focused their efforts in defending the franchisee, Mr. Samra. They
established that his employees were well-trained and never mopped the floor
at the time the Plaintiff claimed she fell. Mr. Wakefield and Ms. Burr also
pointed out inconsistencies in Ms. Gonzalez’s testimony and that of her
friends who testified on her behalf. They established that it was the intent

of Ms. Gonzalez and her friends to file suit against 7-Eleven within moments
of the “fall.”

In addition, floor safety expert Carl Beels tested the floor and concluded that
it was not slippery when water was present in the quantity that Ms. Gonzalez
testified she observed, particularly for a person wearing tennis shoes (as was
Ms. Gonzalez).

Result/Implication

What began as a $300,000 claim against high-profile 7-Eleven, Inc., ended
soon after trial commenced when the Court accepted Cummins & White’s
contention that 7-Eleven played no roll in Ms. Gonzalez’s accident. A
second victory followed at the end of the seven-day trial, when the jury
returned a verdict in favor of the franchisee, Mr. Samra.

In addition, because Ms. Gonzalez refused a “nuisance value” pre-trial
settlement offer made by 7-Eleven, the Court awarded a judgment for
$32.,000 in favor of 7-Eleven for its costs.

“The defense verdict in favor of 7-Eleven and the award of a judgment
against the Plaintiff was key for 7-Eleven,” said Mr. Wakefield. “It sends
a message that the company will not be an easy target for frivolous suits.” H
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