


Importantly, Mr. Wakefield was able to include the driver’s statement about 
the accident as part of the proceedings, despite the fact that the driver had 
passed away prior to the trial and before his deposition could be taken.  
The statement was critical because Mr. Wakefield needed to show that the 
truck had been cut off, causing the truck driver to slam on his brakes.  The 
information was relayed to the jury via a California Highway Patrol officer 
who testified about the cause of the accident.  The officer recounted the 
driver’s statement taken at the scene, which acknowledged the speed that 
the truck was traveling (65 miles per hour), but also included the important 
supporting detail about the car that cut off the truck, setting into motion the 
string of events that ended with injuries to the Plaintiff.  

Mr. Wakefield also was able to keep the driver’s nickname, “Crash Jones,” 
and his poor driving record out of the proceedings, when the Judge ruled 
that both were not relevant to the trial, benefitting the defense.  
  

Result/Implication
After a six-day trial, the jury found that the driver for Pacific Motor 
Trucking was not negligent, even though he was speeding.  The jury 
concluded that he did not do anything that contributed to the accident, 
and no damages were awarded.   

Mr. Wakefield said that cases in which the defense client is seemingly 
negligent and the Plaintiff is clearly not negligent are very hard to defend.  
“The idea of ‘proximate’ or ‘substantial cause’ is difficult for juries to 
understand,” he said.  “However, we were able to convince the jury that the 
driver did not cause the accident, but was merely part of the chain of events 
that began when the car cut off the truck on the freeway.”  ■
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